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The New*.
We are still without news from Europe. Neither

tfce Pacific nor the Persia hud arrived oil' the liook
.I two o'clock thia morning.
The telegraph brings us the painful intelligence

waaithe veteran statesman, Gen. Cuss, yesterday
upon the steps of the portico of the Patent

Office, at Washington, fracturing one of bU arms,
and receiving nuch other serious injury that for a

toe hie life was despaired of. The latest account*,
however, are of a more cheering character. IIo had
B«rtiaily recovered from the shock he had sustained,
and his medical attendants were of opinion that he
was out of danger. But the advanced age of the
General admonishes us not to be too sanguine of
Ma recovery, a change for the wor^e may be
...Bonably looked for at any moment. And what
greater calamity could befal the country at Ifce
P««ent critical juncture of affairs, loth foreign and
*nnestic, than the deccase of this able and patriotic
Senator' The thought is one too sad to dwell upon.
We can but hope that the reports of to day will be
more favorable.

In the State Senate yesterday Mr. Sickles "ave
notice of a bill authorizing improvements in"the
new ( intra! Park, and in the Assembly .Mr- Mahen
K»re notice of a bill providing for opening and lav

¦Jg ont Jones' Wood Park. Let these hills be push."
ed through without delay. Let us hare the parks
m »oon as possible.
lie Court of Appeals meet at Albany on Monday

^',.?eqIne8tlonor lhe constitutionality of the
Prohibitory Liquor law will be decide 1 at this term

tte lawwu: be s«s^ed.
What then . Will the law be enforced, and will our
<rw-zeale is City Judge direct inquisitorial visit* to
U* prem of persona engaged in the liquor traffic <

We opine ! unentabie tailure of his attempt to
croBh our -imhlcrs will deter him from making
anjelRMtoof . it sort. Tbe fair thin,: would be to
wait patiently iuj the fecial committees in the

f S' ,rC npWt Up0U thc l'UCoti"u of the repeal
vf the odious tatute.

Resolutions complimentary to Mr. GrinaeJ! for
fitting out the Arctic expeditions, and bestowing a

gold medal upon Dr. Kane, were introduced in the
tAwcmbly yesterday.
The Southern Cornm rcial Convention, which met

¦i Bichmond, \a.. January 30, closed its labors bv
adjournment on the 7th in«t.,afteran animated and
pretty Larmoniousse,sion. lu-.«,ht>»:. were u«<ed
pledging del-gate- to advocate, bo'h n the:r *State
i?i%rxt* «-
Von of the following important matters, viz.-. \
fine or lines of steamers from Southern ports to
Europe sud other parts of the world; the use of
Southern manufacture.- in the South; repeal of the
duties on railroad iron : a national i oad to the Pacific
built on the line of 32 degree:, North latitude, with
.thereof minor latere t. Sleetuig. of tUi conven¬
tion have now been held in the following places .
At Nashville, in 1k>0; at Nashville, in lvi; at Bal¬
timore, id 1-52; at Mempuis, in Pi; at Charleston,
in Ik,4: at New Orleans, in l'-/>5; at Richmond, Va
w 1>SC. The end is not ret, for the next meeting is
to be held at Savannah, (in., In December next

rn thc Board of Councilman last evening a mes

Mge was received from the Mayor asking for an ap¬
propriation for cleaninr the ttrce'«. This commu¬

nication wa-i referred to Committee on Street*
with orders to report next Monday "renin#. \ ret

'

wa* also received from the Mayor of thc resolution
appointing a i-er lal committee of the Board to lobbr
matters through the I-cgbluture at Albanv. The
Mayor is altogether opposed to the city employ^
lobby members at Alb ny at the Pnbl expen-e
These two papers from tbe Mavor, :,nd tl.potherr.ro
teedinps of thc Councilor, * ill be found iu nu i , r

column.
In the United Stntes Circuit Conrt yestorday

George Wilson, the colored man, was arraigned lor
scuttling the schooner Endora Imogene, and h:,
trial postponed until April next. The bail on
*ome of thc alleged Nicaragua filibusters w,s re

duced from 16,000 to *1,500. On Major Hall and
Mr. Creighton it was fixed at *2,000. The <;rand
Jniy made a presentment of th" nece«-ify of h e

ing a State prison or house of detention in this d«
triet for I nited States prisoners and witnesses The
Oocnmfnt will be found in another column, and we

hope will claim the attention of thc federal author¬
ities.

A private letter from Fort Snclling (Minnesc'a)
dated 25th of January, informs us that from 20th
»>f December to Pth of Jsnnary the thermometer
ranged 'rom 27 to 33 degrees below zero, and that the
t-oops wer* completely frozen In. One man of
CVimpflrv r, Tenth regiment of infantry was fro* n

to death, and a« many as eijrht or teu other soldi' r .

had their fingers frozen one mo.-nir»? while mount
in# guard.

I' appears by l-tfurs from Copenb.cren of the flth
ol January tlmt tbe United State-, whose cornm r

eial treaty with Denmark expires on tlie 15th of
April next, Iwe recently offered 10,000 thalers
(about WO,000), a compensation in full for all ex-

penses incurred by thc Danish government for the
improvement of the navigation of the Sound
We Jcra that if is the Intention o' the Bay «t ur j

Pteamboat Company to "t&rt the steamer State of
Maine, which is now lying ia the ice at Fall River,
and nearly filled with freight, for New York, as soon
an Mount Hope Nay and the river can be cleared of
ice She w ill be despatched outnide of Long Island,
ax the ice In the Sound is ho thick that it Is impossi¬
ble lor her to uuke her way through it.
('apt. Fields, of the schooner Isaac W. Hughes,

arrived yesterday from Port au Prince Jau. C, re¬
ports that the.e were a number of vessel* at that
port waiting to din harge their cargoes, but in con¬
sequence of the Emperor having impressed all the
male inhabitants into his scrvice, to m.uch against
the Dominican*, there was a great scarcity of men
to unload them. Capt. F. confirms our previous ac¬
counts respecting the war, and the execution of
some of the nobles of Havti by order of Sooloaqne-
The British mail from Toronto, intended to have

been despatched by the Africa on Wednesday, did
not reach here until yesterday afternoon, in conse¬

quence of the bad state of the roads. It came in
charge of Mr. KcGilivray, the Briti-h mail officer,
and will go ont in the steamer Fulton to-day. Mr.
McG. met the agent with the Arabia's mails at Buf¬
falo on Thursday morning.
The price of flour iu this market has fallen since

the 1st of January nearly una dollar per barrel on
all descriptions, as will be seen by the following
comparative table of priccs :.

Jan. 1. m. 8.
Common State S6 '25 $7 60
Kxtra do 8 37 7 82
Western mixed 8 J 8 7 37

The continued delay In the reccipt of later foreign
news had the effect of checking transactions yes¬
terday in several branches of trade. The sales of
cotton embraced abont 800 a 1,000 hales, the market
^peing firm. Common grades of floor were dull,
and prices easier, while there was rather more

doing. A small lot of Tennessee red wheat sold at
$1 87 J; Canada white was at ?2 a #2 05. Corn was

dull, and sales were unimportant. Rye sold at
$1 274 delivered. Pork was unchanged, with sales
of mess at $16 a $16 12J, and prime at $14. Sugar)
were flim, with sales of New Orleans and Port<»
Rico at rates noticed in another column. Coffee wa^
firm, with moderate sales. Freights were firmer,
and to Liverpool floor was pretty freely taken at
2a. 6d.

The C'layton-Bulwer Treaty.Tfe United
States Government. tu a Trap.

On the I'Jth of April, 1850, Mr. Clayton,
Secretary of State of the United States, and
Sir Htnry L. Bulwer, Minister Plenipotentiary
and Envoy Extraordinary of Great Britain,
concluded a treaty, not bo nroch about their
own affairs as the conccrnR of other govern¬
ments. The first prticle of that treaty reads
fairly enough on its face, but like the cup
given by Iago to Cassio, it was "craftily
qualified.'' It appertained particularly to Cen¬
tral America, and simpl* minded people would
understand it as an agreement between Great
Britain and the United States that neither
Power should exercise any sovereignty over

aDy part of Central America or its depen¬
dencies. The treaty was so understood by the
Senate, and it was ratified in the same year
and month when it was made, by the following
vote:.
Yeas.Me-srs. B&dg-r, B-.Wwin, Bell, Berrien, Bjtter,

Cap*. Chit-*', laike. ( i*y, C«j|>er, Corwiu. Iiavis ot Man.-
Ow-u, l>ajton, lxx!g« of Wis.. lXiJge uf Iowa, Doivdh,
i'elch. Foote, G-c-d. Hale, lJ'uht'm. flunter, Jones,

K log, Masgum. Mtuon, Miliar, Morton, JN'orrU, f'earse,
Pratt, ^-'fctusuan, toward, Shields, Soa'e. Spru-
ance, Sturgeon, Underwood, Wales aud Webster.. i'otal,
42.

Nat;.Me. sri. AtslJaon, Borland, ft' .gM, Clemens,J>avis of lli.-s., I»ougl»c, iHakiuson, Turney, Walker,Whitcomb an-.l Yulte..Total, 10.
It should be noticcd hsre thit Great Britain

holds certain possessions in Honduras which
she claims are not within, or dependencies of,
Central Ainciiea. Sir 11 Bulwer was notified
by his government that the treaty was rut
satisfactory, aud simultaneously with th2 ex

change of ratifications which took pi; ce in
June, 1850, ihe English di.jlo.-nat wrote to .Mr.

fancy
extra

8 08
8 75
9 oO

7 7ft
8 00
8 50Pouthern

Clayton as follows:.
In pr.;ft9cl?ng to the exchange of the r.;.ificatlon«i of

the convention ,-igued at Washington on the 19th of
April, 18..0 between her B -Stannic il»je*ty and the
I'nited Stale* ol Amerlj*, relative to th' establish u«n:

of u cbttiiounicktios by ship carnal betweea the Atlantis
and Paclflc oc-nus. She uade." ijnr.tid, hir B.i'.auuis Mi
j.-fty'H l'lenijiottntikry. hao rece'.V l her in-
stru'.tlona to desiare Xhx\ her Najeity doe* n<t u»'.er-
utatd the er Br* eniertt* of tf.'i! convention to apply wlier Majesty Hottleoieot at II indoran or in Us d'p'nl'-n-M r i.' v '<f« ratif<ai ti of the fiiu'l convention «
e'.char^rd utier thr explicit declaration abo-,» men¬
tioned.

I i<inf at Wn-hinnf'.n th* ^0 h day ol'Jnne, 1850.
IL 1. BCL fv.K

Mr. Clo} fou wrott that Sir 11. L. Bulwers's
confctruction was right- The dependcncfe-5 u -

made to apply totbc Cua'an l-!audt>, wuichars
near to the coast of IJritieh Honduras. Tti'*
correspondence wa concealed from the pu^Kv
at the t'jij'.*, aud ratifications were exchanged.
When it ti a? di^elo^ed, several Senators who
voted for ib>.' treaty.Cass, Weller, Down.,
Chafe alid oth *rs. *-af<i that they would not
l nrv so voted bad'tht-y been aw&re of Sir II.
Uulwer's conssrucuon. So it never would bavo
been ratified. Mr. Chase said It would have
been impo': i*"le to have secured Its ratiQc itbn.
Mr. Weller eaid that be w;>? not surprised at
Mr.Clay ton's stvpidity (in bring overreachcdby
Hir II. L. Bulwer.) '. 1 never (said Mr. Weller')
knew bim (Mr. Clayton) to hava any connec¬
tion w^th any public affair in which he did not
show himself to be excessively aiunid, at least '.

The pist of tV debste wn that the Seuate h.d
been \ ictinuFi d by Mr. Clayton, and that Mr-
Ciayton had been victimised by Sir Heory L.
[ju liver.
Tbis occurred in I "3, and we have now lo

r vert to the course of the IIkiuld on this) sub.
ct. We have alway looked upon the treaty

us a humbug, and denounced it a« s.nch us
( ally #s the 2d Of April, 1 n<1. Od the lflth
of April, 1851, we said:.
He (Mr II. 1- Balw~) fcffcc «3 tV« ?aln* towa*l* M-

f'lfljton. I «'f . co" t oti 'y ci inter?(»t.< be'. *e«a t
I nited Stale; and f»roat llritatn, w*n godjr an! l«;hry

.r< -e yei", " 'nmMe, ve y unit/Ie''.and dayton, wb e
laliitff lire no -ulrnla-H to b p'n h<« wiu, n y
i\ i pht he b"»rt t' hold of * irin " gre^n, but h ire t "

»i.d *. »ti ti h lalfcrd cf i> trea'y and mu'nal (ju- in-
t»». ihe J.' 1 rmlf kao#» »h%'.. o*'j»r tu«a«n.'i
ehuekku ia» i'.'v «n ma'ie « trw ty. ar.d »uch a tre<"y'A ceiU'T ub ") ufvoea'ion on t«r,m, a paper pqZa'!,'»rrivemi n r n ' .. -'ioci which \fr. Cliylon ret'ly
^ \'un Inrte; rTy!,-.nci n<v-'- I'nd ont of Central
t.'.erir* l> .. w% '¦ bu!-. a PNlTrern' n affirm m iVo<he I'nite'! fc' »'. a .{?y-M. the.n tn grM-l nvti'.nal lelon;- w ?h ave j»- pet-ateo on lue Mo..-
',oito shore, In Uj...l ti.d the :«kiQig (.fituaUkn
We called th . attention of the people of this

coontry to Br r h kh^ ics ia Central America
before Taylor (.^.(.'..d; and. never thinkingUnit the treaty would do tu t l.uiled-,'" iitesariygof.d, we det ' -.tnc -1 it in terms. Oa the 2»tb
of Au^Uft. 1861, the Hi rau> vail:.
Tbej n»y«in nnil B'.iaor; r.ri'e .» re -y, wh;c:i lUethe old treaty for th" *""Cn j.a Ion of (ir^on I, is turn- lI.yllbl- "I 10; " "'i I- ti no- j,ma; but lev,, /,ir ih' r\r>'-n;'t / ' futi'f ilitr.i .1:

On the l<Stb of October, of the no y «nr we
reviewed the whole pubject, and chared tlie
Biitisli government with staling the Uuaf :

Islands. tr ithad pr vioufly itol n Maitn. Aden,
Ihe Ionian Itlanda and flindo°t.an. Sever,.1
times during the same ye-*r we urged upon the
frovenimeiit the proposition that tho treaty T"ti
n'Vtr Rood for aiiytbins?, and should b- 4mul-
led. Throughout ti e next year we buld thi
same language, nnd r- p'atedly calle d tipouon
government to prevent I!riti.«h umirpaMou in
Central America. What we then predicted has
now come to pa^s.

,SJr II. L. JJulwer outwitted Clayton, and (he

country suffers. Bulwer'a opinion of this gov¬
ernment, derived from Taylor's administration
.Clayton as Premier.was that it '* was weak
and inefficient." Was he not right? This Bul-

wrote to his confidential agent, Chatfield,
and we published a copy of the letter .Feb. 10,
1851. Mr. Clayton afterwards said that Mr.
Bulwer denied its authorship to him; but wo

still have the original, and can produce it when
called for.
Tbe debate now going on in the Senate is

only a re- bash of the Herald editorials since
1851 ; they are changed, however, and over¬

loaded with bombast, fustian and froth. They
will end in nothing at all.
On the whole, it may be worthy of conside¬

ration whether the true course in respect to
this treaty would not be to annul and abrogate
it, alter the fashion adopted in relation to the
Missouri Compromise, and on the ground that
it is disgraceful to both governments, being
merely a pledge of honor that neither will
steal in Central America, with a oodicil declar¬
ing that the pledge is not to amount to any¬
thing. The fear of British colonization is a
bugbear, for in a quarter of a century the Bri¬
tish colonists will set up for themselves, with
the aid of our filibust^ros, and establish a new

Anglo-Saxon and American republic.
Our Frwk Water Seaport* and their Icy

Blockade Danger* of War.
Our fresh water seaport of Philadelphia aud

the " 'alf-and-'aif ' harbor of Baltimore, (as will
be seen from the newspaper extracts which we

publish this morning from our exchanges of
those unfortunate cities,) are under a rigid
blockade by Jack Frost, tighter than would be
the lock and key of a hundred hostile war

steamers.
Let our readers peruse the report of the

Philadelphia meeting in another column, and
we dale say they will be amused at the follow¬
ing bit of ship news, especially when sand¬
wiched with the despatch from the Capes of
Delaware Bay, over a hundred miles below the
Quaker City:.

FORT OP PHILADELPHIA.
Cleared.Bark 1'ei.iiBylvauia (Savdinian), Guereilo, Lon-

<k»aderry, Omerbridge, Harvey & Co.

Correspondence of the Philadelphia Rx-.hange.txwES. Del., Feb. 6, 1856.
The fleet still remain at the harbor. Th« bay is still

fall oi ico, antl pre ent^ all communication with the ship¬
ping. No arrivals. The weather continues yery cold.
Wind N. W. WM. M. HICKMAN.

" Cleared." and lor Londonderry; and from
the freth water seaport of Philadelphia, oa

the De1 aware, over which, perhaps, the whole
allied Crimean aruiy, with all the spoils of
Sebastopol, 6.000 pieces of artillery included,
might march below the city for fifty, sixty, or

seventy miles, with perfect safety? "Cleared,"
has she ? But let aot the consignees at
Londonderry give her up, should they hear
nothing further of her for a month or two to
comc. She must wait for a " glow and a flow,"
and a freshet Professor Hare's plan of blow¬
ing op the ice for fifty, sixty or seventy miles,
is rather expensive, and Mr. Wm. S. Pierce's
plan of removing the port of Philadelphia a

considerable distance down the stream, is a

heavy job, and it will take some time to com¬

plete it Nor are we satisfied that the ice boat
proposition of Mr. Wo. B. Thomas will result
in opening a passage to the sea short of a

general thaw. Indeed, there is dauger that
these ice boats themselves may be frozen fast,
should they venture out without full authority
from Professor Meriam that the last great cir¬
cle of this cold cycle of upwards of a thou¬
sand hours is ended.
So much for Philadelphia. Hot water is their

only chance, short of a general freshet. They
have coal enough t,o heat a sufficient quantity
oi water to open a single track all the way
down to the Capes. We recommend hot wat^r.
Baltimore is pretty iaocb in the same fix, and
Chesapeake Bay, being notbiug more thaa the
estuary of the Susjuehanna, is naturally
enough as solid as a plate of Iron. The Ba'ti-
more American azures u.s that " an observation
(a bird's eye view) waa made from the cupol«
of the capitol ut Annapolis, (some twenty or

thirty miles below Baltimore) 1 >y means of a

large telescope, and that for a distance of
probably wjventy nfiles the bay presented an

unbroken Held of ice/' Giorious spectacle for
a Jamaira .skipper. Bat then we are told tli j.t
.^be ice in Baltimore harbor is not go thick
a.3 is generally Supposed," being found to be
no more than "thirteen inches by actual ra*a
eurement." Mercutio, when run through with

a rapitr, s.iid that the opening was "not as

big as a barn door, but it will do." And thir
teen inches of solid icc will do for all pur¬
poses of overland transportation. Think of
the "old thirteen.*'
We congratulate our neighbors of Philadel¬

phia and Baltimore upon the great fact (for it
is a great fact) tbat we are at peace at thin
crisis "with all the world and the rest of man¬

kind," except Billy Bowlegs and the "border
ruffians." Fupposc.just suppjsc.our admin¬
istration had brought our relations wi'.b Eng¬
land to the fighting point by thin time, whtr*
would be our Baltimore aud Philadelphia
fri'-ndE oh! where? Shut in from the ene¬

my pang and tight, as far ub water navigation
is concerned; but opan to him by a march over
tbe ice.artillery, horae, loot and dragoocs.
"Tbink of that, Master Brook," au-1 be thank¬
ful that the saving discretion ol Marcy his
kept the lion and the unicorn from a field pa
rade on the Chesapeake and the Delaware !
One of our Philadelphia coteraporaries, in a

ppt modic ell'ort at a little cold comfort, gays,
"The severe cold ba-> shut up the North river,

N ,*w York, bo that persons cow cross on the ice
to Jersey City." >> .*"s. that, to the Jersey ferry
boals. "Misery loves compiuy,'; btu this will
not do. We must c.~ss Philadelphia aiid Bai-
timoro wiHi Alexandria, Georgetown aud
V? aihington. on the Potomac; with St. Louis, oil
tbe Mississippi; with Pittsburg, on the Ohio;
and with Aioany, away up the Hudson; ami
we mull probably bear from them all when
fhc ice com** down in the spring.

Rvll.no.vr> Rixek . We have before u« n pam¬
phlet entitled "Codification of the Rules acl
Regulations for Rncuing Railway Trains in
tbe State of New York." It in the offspring of
?be combined labors of the R iilwiy Comm -

sioncrs, and is gratifying in one sense, hus-
much a« it proves tbat th<?y are not wholly! idle. It would no doubt be an advantage for
nil tbe railways to be governed by one rwt of
rulee; though most of them now have good
rules enough, If they were faithfully carried
out. The Commissioners propose ali<o to set
up mi observatory clock. by which all th<(
roads in the Slate shall run; then, if the con¬
ductors will only run according lo orders, col¬
lisions will be impossible. If we have a board
of Railway Commissioners, at a cost of S7,j00
a year, we ought to have something in return
for tbe expense. j

Tkt Aaitrian Concordat and tlM Pope's 41-
loratkmi-IUto mt lUllgtow Feeling la
Europe.
On its appearance in this country we pub¬

lished the recent concordat concluded between
the Pope and the Emperor Francis Joseph of
Austria. We now lay before our readers two
allocutions from the Pope.one on the rela¬
tions subsisting between the Austrian govern¬
ment and the Holy See, on the basis of the
compact referred to.and a proclamation from
the Patriarch of Venice to the booksellers
of that city and diocess.
These are remarkable and most significant

documents, especially the Pop^s allocution
under date of November last. It will be seen

by this paper how far the Empferor of Austria
has consented to convey to the ecclesiasfoal
tribunals temporal and civil power. W&ile
Mexico is confessedly struggling to maintain a

government, and is continually foiled in her
efforts to do so by the exercise? of temporal
authority by the Catholic Church, 'Francis Jo¬
seph, by a treaty, has conveyed' to a foreign
tribunal many of the essential jurisdictions of
the civil administration. He has annulled the
privilege of exercising authority of any kind
over the church. He has, in fact, established
the church as a government within his do¬
minions, trusting himself to its awards, and
building up in his empire a power behind the
throne greater than the throne itself.
The lesson is to be learned in Europe that

in matters of government there can be no

partnership. Division of the authority of the
State is in itself weakness and decay. It is
this principle which has prevented the people
of Mexico, and of all Spanish States, from
consolidating the political elements into a

living, energetic rule. The reason of the
failure is obvious in the conflict between the
civil and ecclesiastical authorities which is
sure to follow such a connection. Spain is a

noted example of this specics of compromise,
which seems to cast a blight over all the in¬
terests subjected to its dominion.
But these extraordii

allocution of his Holiness, dated the seventh
of December last, appointing three eminent
prelates to be Cardinal-Priesta of the Holy
Roman Church.the OrstJflKe avows, to please
his "very dear eon in C^Hf Francis Joseph,
Emperor of Austria, and Apostolic King;" the
second because it was "singularly agreeable to
our very dear son ia Jesus Christ, Maximillian,
the illustrious King of Bavaria;" aud the
third to gratify "our very dear son in Jesus
Christ, Louis Napoleon, the illustrious aud
celebrated Emperor of the French, who has
so well merited of us and the Holy See".we say

i these events indicate something basides a de¬
sire to propagate the doctrines of the church
in the dominions of the Austrian empire.
The church is a Power in Europe, not by

virtue of the Roman government, bat by the
inocculation of its dogmas in the hearts of the
people. As a corporation, as an embodied go¬
vernment at Rome, with Pius IX. at its head
it amounts to nothing. It is a prisoner amongst
nations.a weathercock to indicate the course
of the wind. But in the people of Europe is a

j gioat Catholic power, the most efficient and
i united of any of the elements of European

rule. Napoleon Bonaparte saw this, and his
successor is now building upon it. lie will
convey n> jurisdiction to the Pope.license no

foreign tribunals in France.compromise noae
of his authority; but he will uphold the Pope,
get bis endorsements, enlarge his ecclesiastical
powers in all the other continental States. He
will make use of his position to combine the
Catholic elements of the Continent, taking
care to hold the means of crushing auy effort

tween Francis Joseph

at encroachment upon his own privileges. All
this certainly adds nothing to the alliance ba-
tween England and France. It indicates, in
deed, that Napoleon's eyas arc turned to tbe
Germanic Northern and Central European
Powers which England dismissed for the
French alliance.

It would he folly to suppose that there are
not immediate connections between the reli¬
gious and the social aud political affairs of na¬
tions. Continent! governments, with rare ex¬

ceptions, hold a kind of exequator from the
cbuich. They ere, to a great extent, in fact
the governments of tbe church. The state of
religious feeling on the Continent, with the
masses, is cold, cruel and sceptical. It is the
same as in China, r.s described by ifac. it U an

As'atic, immobile sentiment, rather than r,

modern rationalism. There is in it an utter
absence of individuality and responsibility a

morbid selfishness.a listless dependence and
slavery. It has no vitality, no energy, no be¬
nevolence, no philanthropy, no goodness or

i humanity. It is altogether professional.a
i form complied with without interest or feeling,

as any civil statute or decree is obeyed.
All this is indicative of the political aid

social state of Europe, which cannot fail to b°
influenced by it. A lively rational religion i.
the precedent of all eocial excellence and c'
all wise decisions in government Where the
public mind is frigid, crucl and sceptical in
matters of religious feeling, it is sure to bo
cold and indifferent in the other relation" of
life. Tho tierce /urorn of Cromwell and hia
fanatical adherents exercised a po.vcrful influ¬
ence in advancing thccausc of popular liberty.
They might have been hateful bigots, but Ji >y
were the very central (ires of human passion
and action. The Furitans of this coun'ry

« ere austere zealots, as tyrannical as the c*-
tremest udhorents of the Romish church in
those days hut thoy were men of ceaseless
energy. Their religious fanaticism had a go¬
vernment in it. It wa« 'he s->nl of self-reliance
and at the same time of responsibility. It w is
tull of errors; but so much mental action could
not fail ultimately to Ian away the chair and
leave the trne seed of humanity unencumbered.
That, the present mind has been altogether re
lieved of the extreme ideas of the Puritan
age, wc lave no belief. There is a phase of
8''lf-rightcousness in it, a complacent convic¬
tion that it is all which indicates Its origin,
and shows that much remains to be done to
effect its complete regeneration.
A noted philosopher has asserted that each

of our leading conceptions prsses successively
through three theoretical conditions.the theo-
logicci or fictitious; the metaphyseal or ab¬
stract; and the scientific or positive. If we
adopt this clarification or gradation of pro
gress, it is manifest that the E iropeari mind
is still in the incipient stage of development,
while that of New England, with its endless
abetroctions, has advanced to the "secondary
formation."

While under the Austrian Concordat the
Pope Is laying tbe foundation not only far the
C«Mtttiwi v* tfcc AiUUitfl pccf'.c, ast] ai^uajj

aTOe utter obliteration of all freedom of the
press, in Mexico be is proposing the establish¬
ment of imperial forms, and laying down as an

organic principle that the Catholic church
alone shall be tolerated.
While we are no bigots, and have no earthly

fear of Catholicism in this country or clue-
where.no belief in its consolidation into a

dangerous power over the States of Christen¬
dom. no faith fn its unity to control, for any
long period, the human mind, or to contend
successfully with the apparatus of education,
especially in this country and in England.
while we regard the church itself as a respect¬
able old woman, to be extensively indulged in
all sorts of caprices, it must be confessed these
frigid, freezing ceremonials do little credit to
th§ nineteenth century. Viewed as intellectual
or strategical operations, they are failures.
and mortifying failures. The wise are neither
deceived nor misled; the ignorant only have
had the privilege of swallowing another won¬
der.

Francis Joseph and Louis Napoleon (sus¬
pected ofcloser than political relationship,)
have oomc grand Continental scheme to pro¬
mote.some axe to grind, as the wooismau
says.and it is necessary, in the prosecution of
the design, to make use of the Pope and the
persuasive powers of the church. The Con¬
cordat is concluded.a convention with the
Pope, a power without an army, a government
by proxy.and it may be revoked, and doubt¬
less will be, just before the machinery is ready
for operation.

The Stnten bland Perry.
The reports we give elsewhere, on the coudi

tion of the Staten Island ferry and the boats
employed on that route, abundantly justify the
strictures published some days ago in the
Herald. Indeed, the facts stated by Mr.
Lowe, the inspector, and by the committee, war¬
rant any severity of language in speaking of
the Ferry Company. No language can be too
strong to reprobate the conduct of those who,
for the sake of a few hundred dollars, daily

l)fapardise as many hundred lives.
There is nothing left now for the partners

in the Staten Island Ferry Company but de¬
cently to cover their faces and withdraw, so
that other and better purveyors for the public
wants may take their place. The time for ne¬

gotiation and compromise has past. The oom-

pany may beg and promise, and talk of new

boats, and decent ferry houjics, and regular
trips: but no one will pay the least attention
to these symptoms of agony; for wlio could
trust a concern which refuses either to be
bound by its contracts or to relinquish the
rights they conveyed? A new ferry must
be established. There need be no diffi¬
culty about boats, or landings, or ferry
rights. The former may be built before
spring. Landings can be obtained for the
asking. The Comptroller is about to sell at

! auction the lease of the slip occupied by the
present company. It is stated in the report of
the committee, published elsewhere, that the
profits of ftie ferry are from sixty to seventy per
cent on the capital actually invested; and this
statement rests on the very best authority.
Even were they one-half less, the enterprise
would be one of the best offering. Indeed,
there is reason to believe that arrange¬
ments have already been made for the forma¬
tion of a new ferry corporation. However
this may be, whenever the company Is formed
it will be the business of the Comptroller to
lay upon it such reririctionsas will wholly pre¬
clude the possibility of a recurrence of the
present difficulties. It mast be bouud, firstly,
to furnifh safe boats. Secondly, to run at
least hourly tripa during the day, aud say
two-hourly trips up to midnight, all the
year round ; there is 110 physical objection to
night boats, and the comfort of the islanders,
and a proper sense of relief to the city , require
them: the want of them has, in fact, kept
away from the island the very people who
would go there in greatest number, men
of small incomea. Thirdly, to provide the
boats with proper life saving apparatus in
case of accidoq^ Fourthly, to build conve¬
nient ferry bcu:*fcB at all the landings, so that
women and children need not stand in the
rain when waiting for the boats.
Meanwhile, now that the facts arc- known, a

heavy responsibility is thrown upon tbo»e
whose buwinets it is to watch over the public
safety. There is no questioning the calm
business like reasoning by which Mr. Lo*
proves the boats now runuiDg to be unsafi.
Mr. Charles II. Ilaswell, another marine in¬
spector, reports iu the same, sense. He says:.
D>epe boats arc unprovided with Independent steam

bilge fiurn[jg, and their boilers are uot very aeeurely fas¬
tened in their bed*. In the c rent, therefore, of a colli¬
sion of one of them with Knottier, or with a ver'sel, or
their experiencing any of the coneussi'ms Inseparable
from running iu fogs and on obscure ! atmonnhere, &c.,they wiuW be tnvih exposed In Hn1dng, from Insufficient,
means to free them fiom water: and ir their boilers were
to te started, they would be by tha rupture of the«tenm
pipe, deprived of the steum necessary to fr«e them bytJiefr biige ir'jer (i<.n«, and to wot k them into nhoal water.
Tbeie may or may uot b3 truth ia the state¬

ment of Judge Cropscy, iu the letter we pub¬
lished yesterday, "that a much stronger boat
tban the Colnmbus would have shared her fate
under (he f-ame circumstances." But what¬
ever might have become of stronger bjits
. about which, unhappily, there is yet
no question.it is plain that weaker boats
would have gone down where the Columlus
sunk; and as tho Hunchback, Staten Islander
and Huguenot are understood to be weaker
boats, and frailt r in build, the learned Judge's
letter will net console people much.
The danger is indeed imminent. If a bovt

should go down, and a hundred people be
drowned in the bay, we at aTl events shall
bavt done our duty.
The Streets, the Snow and the Th\w.

Communication it.om the Mayor..A commu¬
nication from the Mayor was received last
evening iu the Hoard of Counciloaen, cilliutf
tho attention of that body to the prr-scnl con¬
dition of the streets, and the urgent necessity
of taking immediate steps to prevent damage
to property from the thaw. lie says he has no
power to take a single dollar from the treasury
for that purpow, and unless the Common Coun¬
cil adopt some measures at onco, tbe base¬
ments in many of tha struts ia tho lower part
of the city will be flooded, public travel to a

great extent obJructed, a large amount ol
prop* rty lojt, and eerioiis injury inflicted upon
the health of person residing in those localities.
This communication I" wall timed, and it

now dt-petids entirely upon tbe Hoard of Cnun-
cilmen whether the fir set.-: ahall rornaiu in their
j,rc««nt condition or be freed from the snow
u.cd lie. Whatever they intond doing should
be done at once, as ( very day lost may cauf*;
<bfs defctruetion of thou 'auds of dollars worth
».t property. Tin mutter Las bwn referred to

structions to report on Monday evening.
When it oomes up it should be acted upon at
once, that the Board of Aldermen may have
an opportunity of concurring on the same
evening, so that the work may be commenced
on the following day.
The Irwu American Buffalo Coxtbntio.v

and rrs Objects..We publish to-day a compi¬
lation of the proceedings of quite a number of
public meetings of Irish Catholics, in the Unit¬
ed States and the Canadas, in reference to the
Buffalo Irish Emigrant Aid Convention of the
12th instant.
From these proceedings it will appear, first,

that the general plan of action in behalf of
Irish emigration, which is to come before this
convention, combines the important essentials
of benevolence, common sense and practica¬
bility. It proposes to provide comfortable
and permanent homes in the West for the
numerous destitute Irish of oar Eastern
towns and cities, and to make the movement
at the same time a pro Stable thing to the so¬
ciety in the end. In other words, the enter¬
prise contemplates nothing less than the ap¬
propriation ot an immense amount of solid
but idle capital, in the form of unemployed
and destitute Irish.men, women and chil¬
dren.to a practical purpose, in the active de-
velopement of the dormant riches of the great
West In this light, the movement commends
itself as a work of humanity, as a profitable
pecuniary investment, and as a public mea¬
sure adding thus much to the substantial'
wealth and strength of the country. Let the
work be carried out, and it will be like the
draining of a pestilential marsh, and its con¬
version into green fields, gardens and vine¬
yards.
Our readers will also observe that while

the Catholic clergy in numerous other places
are taking a leading hand in behalf of this
Buffalo Convention, our venerable Archbishop
Hughes is atnong the missing. Why so? Can
It be that his inclinations arc rather of a mili¬
tary than of an agricultural type? His organ
is singularly quiet upon the subject. Can it bo
that our worthy Archbishop is fearful that this
Western emigration Bcheme will so far dimin¬
ish his flock upon this island as to affect the
interests of the church in this quarter? Wo
cannot believe it. We are rather disposed to»
think that our distinguished prelate has con¬
cluded to withdraw entirely, not only from
all political, but from all secular move¬
ments of an Irish Catholic character, iu
order to escape the wrath of the Know No¬
things. At all events, he is a neutral, when
he should be up and doing. We are sorry
for it. nis name ''would be a tower of
strength" to his brethren of the hierarchy at
Buffalo; for bis immediate flack, of all others,
will be most benefitted should this Buffalo
scheme be reduced to a working system of
practical Irish Catholic amelioration. Per¬
haps he may, however, while heartily but
quietly co opfrating with his brethren in be¬
half of this Western colonization project, pre¬
fer to keep in the shade, from considerations
of wise discretion.
Be this as it may, we are inclined to be¬

lieve, from the distinguished charactcr of the
leading delegates from all quarters, that the
deliberations of this Euffalo Convention will
be crowned with important and desirable re¬
sults. Believing that its objects are entirely
good, we are free to repeat our wishes for its
uccess.

The American and Foreign Bible So?l«ty.
The stated tn:n'hlr »eetirgof the Board of Managers

was held at the Bible House, 115 and 117 ii'veau street,
on Thursday, at 4 F. If. In the absence ot Hey. Dr.
Welch, tlie venerable President of the gociety, the chair
wrs filled by Rer. Dr. tathrop, of this city,

Interesting reports from the Committees o» Colportagc-
and Special Corrt»p"n("ecce, on Publication r.rul Finance,
on AgoccifS, and ca lU-al Estate, weie presented «oi!>
adapted.
From the Treaimm'- r«poit it appeared that ewh ap

propriatirns, to the o mount of $6,000, had been paid
during the past & 'juil of which a cash iceeptanc*
ot $2,&00 bad been eat ' >e Baptist Mission R/Joms of
Boston, to aid the IUl>ie wi cf tlila society in Asl», un¬
der the dl-estiar. of tliat Vdy and $2,000 more had been
remitted to Rev. J. G. 'mcWen. lor the colportage 01 the
Amer'ci»n arid Foreign Bible (Society in Germany, under
his direction. leaving something less than $1,000 of the
$10 CG0 appropriated to Brother Oncken, for the year,
nrvc due. The cash receipts of the society, though con
siile- *b!y in advance of those of any former year at thL«:
peiicd, have nrverthe^ess not kept pace with the in¬
creased expenditures, and the treasury win reported um
cvtrdra»ti about $2,000. The receipts for January were
but a llt:le cvr $4,000.
An interesting communication lrom Rev. J. (J. Oncken

was rend, "tendering his warmest tlunka to the Board
lor their prrmpt and c3idii»l response on behalf of the
colpoitevs c! the f.ociety in Germany,'' and asking An
appropriate n of $11,81)0 fur 'be year 1S56, to huhtain the
Hurtten cJpcrkrs of tho American and Foreign Bible
Society nnder his direction, and to publlih fifty-Ova thou¬
sand copieo of tho sacred Scriptures for their distribution.
Tho Secretary gave aUo, from a large file of ctrrespon-dence, abstracts from letieri of Rev. ltr. Pears, of Brown

University; Rev. Dr. I'attion, of Waterville Collet e; Rev
K. C. 1/ord, Nlogpo, Olilua; Rev. ICdjrard King»ford, Alex
andvla. D. C. flhankirg the Board for an appropriationof Script urea ho bid rtweived for tbe colored populationof that oilyj; Rer. Dr. TV.maSjOf Calcutta, and IterFred. Tmliait, Secrotary of the B-iptist Missionary Soelcty, Ixndon, for an appropriation of $1,500. to aid thatsorletj iu-translating the sacred Sjriptures into Bengali.Sanscrit and Hindi, in India.
An ah tract of t» enty-tlvo oolporter report*, for tho

month of Jan;iaiy, gavi the following summary: 6,374Tifite to fuw!;ies ior preaching the Gorpol trora house tohouse; 822 families found desiitulo of the Scripture* ;l;7!i persons indnoed to attend church; 218 sermons
preached; i10 childi'n brought into Sabbath schools ;247 prayor meetings hell; ~l0 visits to vessels for seamen
umtle; 62 hi pefal conversions, aod 17 baptited.An ai plication was received from Rev. Dr. Ma-.lay.President of ihe IMble Union. a-);lng thin society to granthim, of their Script urea in the KngUsh language, three
royal ort»v<> Bible* and tv\euty-six royal octavo New Tes¬
taments, with Psalms, all l/i the commonly received ver¬sion, lor tbe use of his children and grandchild! en. Toe
request *vna granted. He distribution lor January of
the aoslety'a Sciipture*. when all tho returns are reoeiv-ed, will not fall abort of 10,000 volumes.

City Intelligence,
Tnr. Vii.;.°iN(; Yoo.no Man..No elac to tbe dinj penranoo

of young Mr. Pierce yet. It bccoraes noccssary to men¬
tion thL, in consequence of (be rumors wioien are su .

Otsalvely put In crrcuUtlon to the efT'Ct that he has been
found, v.-hicli, II loft uncontradicted, tend toareUxatlon
of vigilance on the part of citizens and theps!f:e. Oae
tf the tiinviri In circulation f.'a« that be h*d «*iled in Hie
Baltic for Kuimjio. It was reported that Mrs. Comstaek,
Wile of ihe cotfc.namier of tho lta'tia, states that fhe we-'"
at the putty p'ven st Mr. I'ecWhain'd, in Tweety-flrtt
strret, on'', dunng the ever.iog Mr. Pleroe Informed her
of liia iiitention of acoomp .njlng her bua^and in the
Baltic, on the fallowing day anJ this statement is con¬
firmed by ih'' namftof Kd I'lerce, .Jr.. "ccurnng a«nwgthn list of pa engers publish*1 in tho HIB.uii as having
sailed In th it s»eair»r. Mr. l'leroe, senior, feds sore,however, that the pssse^ger in the lkltic a younggentleman of I'rovidcnec, R. I.

Hcipi, St. Gi rm/ih .This Uo'.el was thrown op»n yen
tfiday for tho reooptlon of gtie- ts, It is bviilt in the
French style, and of Caen stone, nod forms quite a novel
and unique feature at Ihe junction of our two great
tborougb'uri's. Broadway and 1 ifth avenue. It present?three f.ica' cs ol the crup^'lo order, and has sjm-whatthe appearanco of the kuUdioga is the French opital lr>
tbe epoch of lxui* XIV, A staircuae of white marbleleads to the r< tnut'a or grp>* h.ill on the brl I'rorothis teavtl'iil fillr, which i- ivdorned with enoi-ni iuh pll-histcrp »rd a Ji'.iily frc'tttd uome, diverge tbe pnnrlpa)npartnenis, rr.eh of nhch Ljh ils pirlor, ehimbers'laths. I.e. 'Hie eulitmry ilepaitiiient and laun iries e*
tena unit t the mtlro side valk. The furniture is in ac-
cordatce wl'-U tie grnei al ? 'e of the hotel, which is un
Iler tho proi» 'o< oi ship ni Mr. Francis Rider, so ivjrahlyknown ss the host of the Vvv »t Point Hitel for many
ycors, ard btolv of the Ilmtli Hmse, Schooley '» Moua
sins. 1 o I'tiU !M*.- to kwp it ou thu c'nublned Aw -'icai*
and Kuropern i !nn.

(II P^IIJ I'K O'tStlLMAS RoplTlT S. rno.v.. "be fillf-
talol Robert H. Htcn, Citmeilmtn, ar.d forenun t>f II ;'k
and ladder Company No. 14, who dlei on tho &tb Inst.,
of wound:< rertlved la.it ChriKlmas day when pro;ae«lliigto a fltc, t.,i k piiire yesterday, at noon, from (he <1tyMail There was a large attendance of firemen, oOif alx
Slid eltliens In pat Iheir last tribute of restieci io tbe

J m la*


